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BEFORE THE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY
STATE OF MONTANA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
PROPOSED AMENDMENT,
ADOPTION, AND REPEAL

In the matter of the amendment of )
ARM 24.177.401, 24.177.501, and )
24.177.2105, the adoption of NEW )
RULES | and II, and the repeal of )
ARM 24.177.503 and 24.177.507 )
pertaining to the board of physical )
therapy examiners )

TO: All Concerned Persons

1. On July 2, 2024, at 10:00 a.m., a public hearing will be held via remote
conferencing to consider the proposed changes to the above-stated rules. There will
be no in-person hearing. Interested parties may access the remote conferencing
platform in the following ways:
a. Join Zoom Meeting, https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/86934167624
Meeting ID: 869 3416 7624, Passcode: 164378
-OR-

b. Dial by telephone, +1 406 444 9999 or +1 646 558 8656
Meeting ID: 869 3416 7624, Passcode: 164378

2. The Department of Labor and Industry (department) will make reasonable
accommodations for persons with disabilities who wish to participate in this public
hearing or need an alternative accessible format of this notice. If you require an
accommodation, contact the department no later than 5:00 p.m., on June 25, 2024,
to advise us of the nature of the accommodation that you need. Please contact the
department at P.O. Box 1728, Helena, Montana 59624-1728; telephone (406) 444-
5466; Montana Relay 711; or e-mail laborlegal@mt.gov.

3. The rules as proposed to be amended provide as follows, new matter
underlined, deleted matter interlined:

24.177.401 FEES (1) Applicant and license fees are as follows:

(@) The fee for NPTE or NPTAE examinations is set by the examination

(f) remains the same but is renumbered (d).
)—dui I ination {eac! ke 25

(2) and (3) remain the same.
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AUTH: 37-1-134, 37-11-201, MCA
IMP:  37-1-134, 37-1-141, 37-1-304, 37-1-305, 37-11-304, 37-11-307, 37-
11-316, MCA

REASON: The board is removing references to fees that applicants do not pay to
the board. Applicants pay fees to the testing entity and the compact commission
directly, so it is unnecessary for the board to list those fees in rule.

3)(1) Applicants for examination shall file with the board office an application
which shall include the following:

(a) through (b)(i) remain the same.

(i) a letter from and bearing the signature of the program director,
department chairperson, or similarly authorized official in a board-approved physical
therapy school or physical therapist assistant curriculum stating that the applicant is
a student at the physical therapy school or physical therapist assistant curriculum, is
in good standing, and is expected to graduate at the next scheduled graduation
date-; or

(c) verification of all current, previous, and expired licenses in any licensed
profession from other states.

(2) Applicants applying for licensure from another state who have not been
actively engaged in the profession of physical therapy or physical therapist assistant
in the four years immediately preceding application may be required to undergo
remedial study in the field of physical therapy subject to the discretion of the board.
Remedial study may include, but will not be limited to:

(a) supervised internships;

(b) independent study;

(c) refresher courses;

(d) pertinent graduate or undergraduate course work;

(e) pertinent continuing education courses; and
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AUTH: 37-1-131, 37-11-201, MCA
IMP:  37-1-131, 37-1-304, 37-11-303, 37-11-304, MCA

REASON: The board is splitting the existing rule into two rules, one for applications
and one for examinations to more clearly identify requirements. Further, the board is
striking reference to the jurisprudence examination as being unnecessary.
Applicants for licensure are required to attest they have read the rules and statutes
governing the practice before a license can be issued.

24.177.2105 CONTINUING EDUCATION {H—Centiruing-education{CE}Hs

(1) Licensees are required to obtain eight hours of continuing education (CE)
annually, prior to renewal.

(2) Continuing education requirements will not apply until after the licensee's
first renewal.

(3) Licensees are responsible for selecting quality programs that focus on
protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public and contribute to licensees'
professional knowledge and competence. Acceptable CE activities:

(a) directly relate to the licensee's scope of practice as defined in board
statute or rule;

(b) review existing concepts and techniques;

(c) convey information beyond the basic professional education;

(d) update knowledge on the practice and advances in the profession; or

(e) reinforce professional conduct or ethical obligations of the licensee.

5)(4) The beard department may randomly audit up to 50 percent of
renewed licensees in each odd-numbered year.

{6)(5) Licensees must establish and maintain detailed records of completed
CE in the form of programs and certificates of attendance for three years and make
the records available upon board request.
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(6) Any CE hours required by disciplinary order do not apply towards the

eight hours that are required annually under this rule.

(7) A licensee may request an exemption from CE requirements due to
hardship. Requests will be considered by the department.

(10) remains the same but is renumbered (8).

AUTH: 37-1-131, 37-1-319, MCA
IMP:  37-1-131, 37-1-306, 37-1-319, 37-1-321, MCA

REASON: The board is simplifying its continuing education rule after receiving
numerous questions from licensees regarding the existing rule. The board is also
changing from a two-year reporting period to a one-year reporting period to ease the
administrative burden on department staff and reduce confusion among new
licensees as to when CE compliance is necessary. The board is further clarifying
that hardship exemptions are available to licensees if necessary.

4. The proposed new rules are as follows:

NEW RULE | FEDERAL MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY ADMINISTRATION
PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS (1) Physical examinations for purposes of obtaining a
Department of Transportation (DOT) motor carrier license are limited to licensees
who have completed the requisite medical examiner training and examination that is
provided by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA).

AUTH: 37-1-131, 37-11-201, MCA
IMP:  37-1-131, 37-11-104, MCA

REASON: After receiving an inquiry from the FMCSA as to whether a licensed
physical therapist could perform DOT physicals, the board is adopting this rule to
inform licensees of the education and training required should a licensee seek to
perform DOT physicals.

NEW RULE Il EXAMINATIONS (1) The following examination is approved
for licensure as a physical therapist:

(a) national physical therapy exam (NPTE).

(2) The following examination is approved for licensure as a physical therapy
assistant:
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(a) national physical therapist assistant examination (NPTAE).

(3) The earliest date on which an applicant for examination may take the
examination is the examination date nearest to and before the applicant's expected
graduation date.

(4) Applicants must achieve a scaled score of 600 or higher to pass the
examination.

AUTH: 37-1-131, 37-11-201, MCA
IMP:  37-1-131, 37-11-303, 37-11-304, MCA

REASON: The board is adopting this rule after removing examination requirements
from ARM 24.177.501, so that examination requirements are more clearly
identifiable for applicants.

5. The rules proposed to be repealed are as follows:

24.177.503 MILITARY TRAINING OR EXPERIENCE

AUTH: 37-1-145, MCA
IMP:  37-1-145, MCA

REASON: Reasonable necessity exists to repeal this rule, effective October 1,
2023, at the earliest, due to House Bill 583 (2023). That legislation amends 37-1-
145, MCA, and eliminates the requirement for adoption by the board of a specific
military training rule, setting forth specific obligations for the board to accept military
experience for granting licensure. As such, the need for this rule is obsolete.

24.177.507 LICENSURE OF OUT-OF-STATE APPLICANTS

AUTH: 37-1-131, 37-11-201, MCA
IMP:  37-1-131, 37-1-304, 37-11-307, MCA

REASON: The board is combining all application rules into a single rule for
standardization and ease of applicant use. Necessary portions of this rule have
been added to ARM 24.177.501.

6. Concerned persons may present their data, views, or arguments at the
hearing. Written data, views, or arguments may also be submitted at dli.mt.gov/rules
or P.O. Box 1728, Helena, Montana 59624. Comments must be received no later
than 5:00 p.m., July 5, 2024.

7. An electronic copy of this notice of public hearing is available at
dli.mt.gov/rules and sosmt.gov/ARM/register.

8. The agency maintains a list of interested persons who wish to receive

notices of rulemaking actions proposed by the agency. Persons wishing to have
their name added to the list may sign up at dli.mt.gov/rules or by sending a letter to
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P.O. Box 1728, Helena, Montana 59624 and indicating the program or programs
about which they wish to receive notices.

9. The bill sponsor contact requirements of 2-4-302, MCA, do not apply.

10. Pursuant to 2-4-111, MCA, the agency has determined that the rule
changes proposed in this notice will not have a significant and direct impact upon
small businesses.

11. Department staff has been designated to preside over and conduct this
hearing.

BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY
EXAMINERS, BRIDGET MENNIE, PT,

CHAIR
/s JENNIFER STALLKAMP /sl SARAH SWANSON
Jennifer Stallkamp Sarah Swanson, Commissioner
Rule Reviewer DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY

Certified to the Secretary of State May 28, 2024.
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